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A Message from the Principal

November is one of my favorite 
months of the school year.   Kids and 
teachers have settled into their 
routines, we have a better idea of the 
strengths and challenges for each child, 
and most of our structures are up and 
running to make sure your child has 
the ideal environment to learn in.  
November also features one of the 
most important events related to your 
child’s success- Parent Teacher 
Conference night.  Developing a 
professional, working relationship 
with your child’s teacher is a highly 
effective way to promote their 
educational growth.  At this point, I’m 
sure you have questions- between 
report cards, 3rd Grade Guarantee 
letters, achievement testing- the list 
goes on and on.  Conference time is a 
great time to get together and have 
some of those questions answered, as 
well as discuss the day to day progress 
your child is making.  All parents are 
welcomed and encouraged to attend.  If 
you have not scheduled a conference 
time, please contact the school or your 
child’s teacher soon.  I am always 
happy to attend meetings too when 
requested.  I look forward to seeing 
many of you here at the school on our 
conference nights: November 10 from 
4:00-7:30 and November 11 from 
8:30- 4:00.  

-Mr. Brian Novar

Kroger Community Rewards

Do you shop at Kroger’s?  If so, you 
probably have one of their Kroger Plus 
Cards to earn discounts on food and gas.  
Did you know that you can also earn 
money for your Union Furnace every time 
you use your Kroger Card?  Getting 
registered takes about 5 minutes, and the 
school receives a percentage of your total 
sales.  It’s really that easy!  Here’s what 
you do:
1.  Visit krogercommunityrewards.com
2.  Sign in, or create an account.
3.  Check your email and click on the link 
sent to you from Kroger’s.
4.  Click on MY ACCOUNT and sign in.
5.  Click on EDIT KROGER COMMUNITY 
REWARDS- put in your card number.
6.  Enter the name of our organization- 
Union Furnace- click and confirm.
You should see our name now on your 
information page.

Each time thereafter, be sure to use your 
Kroger card when you shop.  The 
affiliation with the school last until April, 
so it has to be renewed each year- we will 
send out reminders.  

3rd Gr. AIR Test

3rd grade students will take the American 
Institute of Research (AIR) test in English 
Language Arts during the week of November 
14.  The tests will be given on the computer.  
Please try not to schedule any appointments 
for that week.  More information will come 
home with the students in the next few weeks.



PTO News
The next PTO meeting is scheduled for 
Thursday, November 3 in the Union Furnace 
library at 4:15 pm.  All UF parents are 
encouraged to attend if possible!  We will 
begin making plans for our Winter Book Fair 
event and would like your input on ideas and 
need some people who can volunteer to work 
it.  We hope to see you there!

Meet our New Staff

Hi, I am Tiffany Cook.  This is my first year 
as the Health Aide at UF. I graduated from 
Hocking College in 2006 with my Nursing 
Degree. I have been married for 16 years 
to my husband, Justin.  We have two boys, 
Reagan in the 4th grade and Mason in 
preschool.   My family and I enjoy camping 
with our dogs.  We also enjoy watching the 
Columbus Blue Jackets at Nationwide 
Arena.  Some of you may have seen me 
around school before becoming the Health 
Aide.  I have been involved in the PTO for 
the past five years and PTO President for 
the past two years.  I am excited to be here 
at Union Furnace as the Health Aide and I 
look forward to a great year.  

Fall Fundraiser

Thank you to all of the families that 
helped support the school in the 
Believe Kids Fundraiser that just 
concluded.  We expect all orders 
and prizes to arrive during the first 
week of December.    

3rd Grade Guarantee Parent Letters

One of the most important goals that we have 
for our students is that they become capable 
readers.  To help ensure that students are on 
track in reading, we screen all of our students 
at the beginning of the year in grades K 
through 3.  Based upon those results, we are 
able to target students that are not on track, 
and provide some additional interventions to 
help them get caught up.  

If you received one of our parent letters 
related to your child’s reading level, please 
read it over and try some of the suggested 
activities.  Your child’s teacher will explain the 
details of the plan at Parent-Teacher 
Conferences.  

Lexia and the STAR suite

One question that is often asked by 
parents is, “how can I support my 
child’s education at home”.  We are 
pleased to share with you two great 
resources worth looking into:

Lexia is an individualized reading 
curriculum that all students, Pre K-4 
are participating in via online 
resources.  Most students report that 
the program is fun and interactive, and 
students seem to enjoy earning badges 
as they complete the activities.

STAR products are used for 
Accelerated Reader (AR) and 
Accelerated Math, both of which can be 
accessed at home.  Students and 
parents can view tests that have been 
taken and students can participate in 
math activities.  

Both resources can be accessed 
through the district website under the 
“Students” tab.  There are icons for the 
products near the top of the screen.  
Students should be familiar with this 
process as well.  Please talk to your 
child’s teacher about a demonstration 
at conferences. 


